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Abstract

The e-book, Sharp Forms: Life at the Edge of Mathematics and Art, celebrates the life and work of John Sharp, a
longstanding Bridges-attendee, who passed away in 2020. This paper describes the launch of the e-book, scheduled
during one of the short paper sessions at Bridges 2022, including an exhibition of works made or inspired by John.

Celebrating the life and work of John Sharp

At the 2021 online Bridges meeting, a group of delegates came together for the John Sharp Celebration
Gathering, to talk about and remember an assiduous fellow Bridges-attendee, John Sharp, from England,
who passed away in 2020. John contributed many papers and talks, both on his own [5-12], and with a
variety of co-authors [1-3, 13]. He was also instrumental in the organisation of Bridges London (2006).
John was a strong supporter of both artists and mathematicians who wanted to join forces in creating,
investigating, and disseminating ideas connecting the two practices. In many cases, he helped by
introducing people to each other, or by providing support himself. He touched many lives.

After listening to each other reminisce about the difference John made in our lives, we discussed the
creation of an e-book that would collect together stories, articles and images that came into existence
because of our friend.
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Figure 1: asliceform Christmas card (left) and a D-form (right)

The outcome of this project has been the e-book Sharp Forms: Life at the Edge of Mathematics and
Art [4], with a book launch scheduled during one of the short paper sessions, including an exhibition of
works made or inspired by John Sharp, copies of the e-book, and a gathering of friends, old and new.
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The e-book contains anecdotes about John’s networking, articles about the ideas he nourished, personally
or in others, as well as activities and models to play with that are inspired by his life. There are even ways
that readers can contribute further to the volume. A large part of this e-book is available for free, and any
profit generated by the rest will go towards projects that continue his work in other forms.
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