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Preface

Celebrate with us this tenth year of Bridges! The conference began in 1998 and has evolved into
the premier annual event for the interdisciplinary study of mathematics and the arts. You are
holding the tenth in the series of annual proceedings volumes recording the diversity, richness,
and depth of ideas presented by conference participants. For many artists, mathematicians,
computer scientists, and educators, the Bridges Conference is an essential annual excursion to
meet with like-minded multidisciplinarians and recharge one’s creative batteries. The talks,
workshops, exhibits, and performances inspire each of us to grow beyond our individual
specialties. These Proceedings will also bring some of that energy to those who can not attend in
person.

We are most pleased this year to hold the conference in Donostia, or San Sebastian, Spain. The
local arrangements are headed by Javier Barrallo, with the assistance of Angel Fernandez, Luis
Martin, Santiago Sanchez, and Alberto Zulueta. This is a wonderful location with outstanding
sights, food, and culture, so we are especially grateful to Javier Barrallo for making this possible.
In 1998, the same year as the first Bridges Conference, Javier helped organize a Mathematics
and Design conference in San Sebastian, where many of us first met him. Then Javier worked
with Nat Friedman in organizing the 1999 ISAMA conference here. We are most pleased to have
Javier’s support in arranging for the Bridges Conference to be held this year at The University of
the Basque Country.

This year is the first time that Bridges is being operated independently of Southwestern College,
a private liberal arts school in Winfield, Kansas. They were our original sponsoring organization
for the conference and we thank them for years of support. The conference grew and traveled to
other sites: Towson University, Maryland, the University of Granada, Spain, the Banff Centre,
Canada, and the University of London, England. And through it all, Southwestern College kindly
took care of our financial records and provided valuable staff support.

Now we operate as the independent non-profit Bridges Organization with a small board of
directors and an enthusiastic group of volunteers dividing the workload. This year, Reza
Sarhangi and Javier Barrallo are the scientific organizers and edited the proceedings, aided by
many anonymous reviewers. Mara Alagic and Paul Gailiunas are the coordinators of the
workshops. Jeffrey Rutzky designed the proceedings cover art. Chris Palmer prepared the
CDROM. Robert Fathauer, Anne Burns, and Nat Friedman organized and curated the conference
art exhibit. George Hart maintains the web site, for which Anne Burns formatted the art exhibit
material into web pages. Craig Kaplan runs the conference announcement mailing list. Robert
Fathauer manages our credit card billing services. By creating the non-profit organization and
dividing the conference workload, we expect the Bridges Conference is now in a position to
evolve and adapt, growing stronger each year.

The Bridges Organization Board of Directors
http://www.BridgesMathArt.org
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